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NELSON LEFT OUT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS

Opportunities for public input by Nelson and Area residents on a private “green” power project are being ignored by the Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) as the project grows in size and becomes more environmentally destructive.

Montreal’s Axor Corporation has just submitted the “Terms of Reference”(ToR) for their proposed Glacier/Howser Hydroelectric project 100 km north of Nelson.  At the same time, the EAO has announced open houses for the proposed project.  The only open house planned for the entire West Kootenay region is in Meadow Creek on Wednesday, June 27, 3-7pm.
The project area includes Glacier Creek, the region’s most popular hiking area, with one of the 3 trails, the spectacular MacBeth Icefield trail, being heavily impacted by the project.  A Regional Recreation Area is being proposed for Glacier Creek and the project area is also included in major park proposals by the Valhalla Wilderness Society and Western Canada Wilderness Committee.  The sheer size of this 125MW, $240 million project along with the extensive environmental impacts makes this a regional issue.  Yet, Nelson and area residents are being left out of the process.

Before the formal environmental review has even begun the ToR states that already this summer seismic lines will be cut through the mountains along with drilling operations for geological information relating to the planned tunneling.  The tunnels for diverting the creeks have grown in size over the past year and are now stated to be 4.5mx4.5m, big enough to drive a dump truck through.  And many dump trucks will be needed to haul away what will likely be over 50,000 tandem axle dump truck loads of waste rock muck still planned to be piled near the creeks and lake.

The planned 91.5 km transmission line, bisecting the Northern Purcells for the first time, has grown from a 25-30 meter right of way to a 100 meter “tree management zone.”  The line cuts a swath through identified old growth areas, a large forest reserve and 23 km of pristine wilderness.  The environmental impact, including the huge release of carbon into the atmosphere, resulting from permanent forest destruction is largely ignored in the ToR.

For more information, contact Gary Diers, Purcell Alliance for Wilderness, gadiers@yahoo.ca    250-366-4455

